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substance of a theme, lie shall make good the
claims If he so does, capably and without delay,
thou shaE possess the jewels. But if, in the judg-
ment of these around, he shall fail therein, then
are both jewels mine. Is it so agreed?"

" It is agreed!" cried those who were the least
concerned, seeing some entertainment to them-
selves. "Shall the trial take place at once?"

"Xot so," replied Hwa-nieL "A sufficient space
must be allowed for this one wherein to select the
matter of the test. Tomorrow let it be, before the
hour of evening rice. And thou ? "

*'Inasmuch as it will enlarge the prescience of
our lord in minds that are light and vaporous,
I also do consent," replied the chief wife. "Yet
must he too be of our company, to be witness of
the upholding of his word and, if need be, to cast
a decisive voice."

"Thus," continued Hwa-mei, as she narrated
these events,il Shan Tien is committed to the trial
and thereby he must preserve you until that hour.
Tell me now the answer to the test, that I may
frame the question to agree."
, Kai Lung thought a while, then said:

"There.is the story of Chang Tao. It concerns
one who, bidden to do an impossible task, succeeded
though he failed, and shows how two identically
similar beings may be essentially diverse. To this
should be subjoined the apophthegm that that
which we are eager to obtain may be that which
we have striven to avoid."

" It suffices," agreed Hwa-mei. " Bear well your
part."

" Still," suggested Kai Lung, hoping to detain her
'retiring footsteps for yet another span, "were it
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